
JULY/AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER  

 
 Our Mission  

The mission of Holly Grove Christian Church is to attempt to be the eyes, ears, hands, and feet of Jesus,  

as we serve our community and share His love.  
  

Bits from Bob  
This July marks another anniversary of our shared ministry. 

I vividly remember my first visit to the Community of Faith at Holly Grove.  It was a Sunday afternoon in early spring.  I 

was thinking after an hour’s drive, “When am I going to get to this place?”  After arriving we introduced ourselves, 

exchanged pleasantries, and then got down to business. 

We sat around the table in the fellowship hall and searched each other out.  I on one side, the Search Committee on the 

other, each looking for answers to our questions.  In fact, I had the distinct feeling that neither I nor the Search 

Committee knew the exact question to ask in order to receive the answer we were looking for.   Is he the one?  What are 

you wanting in a Pastor?  Is this the church family I should serve?  Is he the one we should recommend? 

It goes without saying that both parties want their church to grow, both in numbers and spiritually.  But what specifically 

should we do to accomplish these goals?  Let’s first take the spiritual growth goal.  Bible study is a good thing for 

growing spiritually mature.  Some prefer small groups, some prefer traditional Bible studies, and others can go either 

way.  Prayer is another and perhaps the most important thing we can do as individuals to grow spiritually.  When we 

read about the church in Acts, we always see one thing, people are meeting and they are praying.  So, in short, the 

foundation of our spiritual growth is the Word and Prayer. 

And here we are!  I am excited about the new Church year and look forward to us engaging in Ministry together.  If we 

use the gifts that God has graced us with, we will produce good fruit and bring glory and honor to God. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and I will see you in worship on the Lord’s Day. 

God Bless 

Bobby 

 

Cell phone # 804-896-0631/Email Address: boblane5@aol.com/Address: 2806 Portsmouth St., Hopewell, VA 23860  



Announcements   

▪ Our annual congregational meeting will be on 

Sunday, July 11th immediately after the Worship 

service.  The church members will vote on the new 

Slate of Officers and the proposed budget and 

conduct any other business that needs the 

members’ attention.  All committee chairmen 

should be prepared with their annual reports.   

▪ Our Children Worship and Wonder Program will 

begin in person again on Sunday, July 25th!  It is 

for ages 3 – 9.  We are looking for storytellers for 

this wonderful program.  If you are a member that 

would like to volunteer, please see Associate 

Pastor Andy Rose for more details.  There are 

flyers included to give more information.   

▪ Beginning in July, the Pruners food pantry will be 

open once a month, on the last Saturday of the 

month from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., so the next pantry 

will be open on July 31st.  This change is due to 

families not needing it as much anymore.  If you 

would like to help by giving a monetary donation to 

this fund, please write a check to Holly Grove 

Christian Church and include “Food Pantry” in the 

memo portion or you can give safely online.  If you 

would like to help the Pruners, see or email Dianne 

at dianne.montgomery1949@gmail.com.    

▪ Our Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) meets on 

the second Wednesday night of the month at 7:00 

p.m. for study and worship.  The group schedules 

various service projects monthly.  During the 

month of July, the group will be collecting school 

supplies for Jouett Elementary School.  Items 

needed are pencils, pens, wide-ruled paper, crayons 

(no more than 24 in a box), glue sticks, composition 

books (black and white marbled with hard cover), 

pocket folders, scissors (Children’s Fiskars), boxes 

of tissues and washable markers.   You can leave 

your donated items on the bench in the vestibule 

by August 1st.  They will send a donation to Grace 

Inside for the Women’s Center in August.  If you 

would like to help with these projects or join the 

CWF group, please see Patricia Hicks, President if 

you have any questions.   

▪ Our Holly Grove Crafters’ Club is meeting again.  

If you like to knit or crochet, come join them on 

the second and fourth Thursday nights of the 

month at 6:30 p.m. They have such a joyous time 

together and prepare many beautiful items for the 

Louisa Santa Council each year.   

▪ If you are not able to attend church, be on the 

lookout for Associate Pastor Andy Rose’s weekly 

email with the Sunday morning sermon along with 

the Children Worship and Wonder Program Bible 

story.  He will be sending out “The Message” video 

periodically, so we look forward to that!  

▪ We do have an Instagram page.  Look for Hgcc1873 

to search for this platform. 
 

 

 

▪ On Sunday, August 22nd, we will be having our 

annual “Christmas in August” with the singing of 

Christmas hymns during the Worship service.  

Wear red and green and come to experience the 

hope, love, peace and joy that Jesus gives to us, all 

year long!  If you would like to bring a gift to our 

church on this day, items needed are white grape 

juice, goldfish crackers, cleaning liquids like Mr. 

Clean or Pine Sol, trash bags (33 gallon and 13-

gallon size), a new mop, dusters, paper towels, 

toilet paper, hand soaps, hand sanitizer, 

disinfecting wipes, Lysol, and tissues.  Gifts can be 

left in the vestibule near the little Christmas tree.   

▪ The updated schedule for our elders and deacons 

will be sent out the week after the annual 

congregational meeting due to the new Slate of 

Officers that will be approved.   

▪ With questions on reserving the church, fellowship 

hall or gazebo, please contact Byron Wilson, Vice 

Chairman.   

▪ If you would like to receive our weekly emails and 

are not on the email list, please give Cindy your 

information at bccawilson@yahoo.com or call or 

text (804) 357-4412 and you will be added to the 

church email list.   

▪ Look for us on Facebook at “Holly Grove Christian 

Church” and become friends.  There are also two 

private Facebook pages.  There is the “Holly Grove 

Christian Church Private Prayer & Study Group” for 

sharing prayer concerns, reflections and other 

information that we may not wish to put out to the 

world on the regular Facebook page and there is 

the “HGCC Youth Connections” group that is geared 

towards keeping youth and parents of youth 

informed and connected.  

▪ If you would like a church t-shirt, we still have 

them in all sizes! They are green, with a small 

Christian Church, Disciples of Christ logo with holly 

leaves and chalice on the front left upper side and 

says “Follow Me to HGCC" with the church website 

printed on the back.  They are in the fellowship hall 

on a bench and are $15.00 each.  There is a box to 

leave cash or a check to Gwen Rose.   

▪ If you would like to give a monetary donation to the 

church, you can give at the Sunday service or 

safely give online via Givelify @ 

https://giv.li/w063gb or on our website @ 

https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/.   

▪ Craig Springs Camp and Retreat Center is back in 

session this Summer and Fall.  If your child or 

family is interested in going to a camp, please visit 

their website at  https://craigsprings.com/register 

to see what each camp is about and to register.    

▪ If your birthday or anniversary is not on the 

calendar, please let Cindy Wilson know, so you can 

be included and celebrated!  
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From the seed of the Youth Bible study and faith formation 

classes that began in the spring of 2021 at Holly Grove 

Christian Church, a new plant has started growing.  With 

proper encouragement and care from the gardeners and the 

ever-present nourishment of God it is our hope that this 

plant will grow strong and produce good fruit for many 

years to come. This new ministry (with an old name) is The 

Christian Youth Fellowship of Holly Grove and Elpis 

Christian Churches. It is open to all school aged youth 

(Elementary, Middle, and High School) and seeks to 

accomplish the following: 

- Faith formation through biblical and theological 

study and discussions. 

- Encourage Christian service through local and 

regional missions and projects. 

- Encourage physical, spiritual, financial, and 

environmental stewardship and responsibility. 

- Last but not least, have some fun and fellowship in 

a safe environment! 

The group currently meets at 6:30 on most Wednesday 

evenings at Holly Grove Christian Church, with special 

events and projects occasionally on weekends at various 

locations.  If you have a child interested in participating, or 

you would like to volunteer to help (even if it is just 

occasionally) please contact Pastor Andy Rose at 804-512-

5153 or nrfarmshg@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Projects/Events: 

- Constructing and installing two to three “Little 

free library” boxes for the churches and Ruritan 

building. These are little weather tight enclosures 

containing books that people are free to take or 

exchange. We will include cards for the churches, 

along with encouraging scriptures and quotes in all 

the books we stock them with. 

- Family Fun Nights: We are planning our first family 

fun night on 7/31/21 at HGCC with games, and 

outdoor movie, and hopefully a food truck. These 

are open to everyone, and donations will be 

collected to benefit the Children’s Hospital of 

Richmond VCU.  Depending on the success of this 

event, we will have another in late August at a 

location TBD. 

- Is there an elderly or disabled person in your 

family or neighborhood that could use a little help 

(something a couple children and adults can handle) 

with?  Please contact Pastor Rose as we would love 

to be able to assist. 

 

New Baby  
Congratulations to Eric and Samantha Welton on the 

birth of their son Colton Claiborne Welton.  He was 

born on May 17th and weighed 5 lbs., 8 oz.  The happy 

grandparents are Curtis and Rhonda Welton.  We wish 

them lots of happiness with their sweet bundle of joy! 
 

New Member  

On Sunday, June 27th, Avery Clough took an important 

step in her Christian life and accepted Jesus as her 

Lord and Savior and joined the congregation of our 

church.  What a special morning this was! 

Bible Studies  
We are blessed to have four Bible Studies available 

now.  There is a Ladies’ Bible study that meets on 

Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  If you have any 

questions regarding this study, contact Dianne 

Montgomery.  On Wednesdays, Pastor Bob Lane has 

two studies, one in the morning at 11:00 a.m. and in 

the evening at 6:30 p.m.   Also, on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:30 p.m., Associate Pastor Andy Rose 

meets with the Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF) for 

study and stewardship.  This group is for elementary, 

middle school and high school aged youth.  We hope 

you or your child can join one of these groups. 

 

Church-2-Church 

 10 Gallon Milk Challenge 

We have been challenged and plan to participate in a 

community service project to help supply needy 

families in our county with wholesome delicious milk 

that will go to the Louisa County Resource Council.  On 

July 11th, we are asking if you can, to bring milk 

to church and leave in the refrigerator in the 

fellowship hall.  It can be gallon or half gallon 

sized.  The need for milk is especially important 

during the summer while children are home from 

school.  Our goal is to give a donation of at least ten 

gallons or 20 half gallons to the Resource Council. 
 

Church Website is www.hollygrovechristian.com 
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◄ June July 2021 August ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 B - Birthday    1 Nell Lacy - B 

Mike Richardson - B  
Tammy Smith - B 

 
 

2  
 

3 Tabatha Byiers - 

B 

Lloyd & Patricia 

Hicks - 

Anniversary  

4 Worship Service - 

10:30 a.m. 
(Independence Day 
Sunday) 
 
Independence Day (Fly 

your American Flag 

with pride.) 

 

5 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 
a.m.  
 

6  
 

7 Adult Bible Study - 

11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Katie Wilson - B 

8 Crafters’ Club 

Meeting - 6:30 p.m.  
 

Daniel Powers - B 
Curtis Welton - B 
 

9 Donnie Butler - 

B 

Coleman & 

Brooke Bagby - 

Anniversary 
 
 

10 Peggy 

Chenault - B 
 

11 HeBrews Coffee - 

10:00 a.m.  
 

Worship Service - 
10:30 a.m. (Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting after the 
Worship Service) 
 
Church-2-Church 10 
Gallon Milk Challenge 
(Please bring, if you 
are able, gallon or half 
gallon sized containers 
of milk for LCRC) 

 
Ronnie & Angela 

Bagby - Anniversary 

12 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 
a.m.  

 
 

13 Jason 

Chenault - B 

Savannah Rose - 

B 
 

14 Adult Bible Study 

- 11:00 a.m.  
 

NO CYF Meeting 
this week 

 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 

CWF Meeting - 7:00 

p.m. 

Jeff Clough - B 
Reid Hart - B  
Michael Smith - B 
 
Marty & Pam Hart - 

Anniversary  

Charlie & Sarah 

Rudolph - Anniv. 

15  
 

16 Tim Hollins - B 

Michael & Helen 

Smith - 

Anniversary 

 
 

17  
 

18 Worship Service - 

10:30 a.m. 

 
Cameron Lipscomb - B 

 

19 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 
a.m.  

 
 

20 Katelyn Cheely 

- B 
 

21 Adult Bible Study 

- 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  

22 Crafters’ Club 

Meeting - 6:30 p.m.  
 

Lloyd Noel - B 
 
 
 

23 Jordan Snead 

- B 

Leslie & Jeanne 

Bagby - 

Anniversary 
 
 

24 Donna Davis - 

B 
 
  

25 Worship Service - 

10:30 a.m.  
 
Children Worship and 
Wonder Program 
begins in person again 
(for ages 3 - 9)  
 

Brooke Bagby - B 

Joe Sommer - B 

 

26 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 
a.m.  

 
Kenny & Donna 

Davis - 

Anniversary 
 
 

27 Natalie Smith - 

B 
 
 

28 Adult Bible Study 

- 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 6:30 
p.m.  
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Kenny Davis - B  

29 Billy Lloyd - B 

 
 

30  
 

31 Pruners Food 

Pantry Open - 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. 

 
 HGCC Family 

Fun Night (Details  

forthcoming) 

Jennifer Bagby - B 

Timmy & Christina 

Clough - 

Anniversary 
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◄ July August 2021 September ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Worship Service 

- 10:30 a.m. 
 
Eric & Samantha 
Welton (First 
Anniversary) 

 
 
 

2 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

3 Alexander 

Wilson - B 

 
 

4 Adult Bible Study 

- 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  

5  
 

6 Adam Lloyd - B 

Janette Rose - B 

 
 

7 Ashlee Byiers - B  

Raymond James 

Lipscomb (First 

Birthday) 

Kristy Trayer - B 
 
 

8 HeBrews Coffee 

- 9:00 a.m.  
 

Adult Sunday 
School Class 
Begins at 9:30 a.m. 
(Led by Byron 
Wilson) 
 

Worship Service - 
10:30 a.m. 
 

9 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

10  
 

11 Adult Bible 

Study - 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
CWF Meeting - 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Louisa County 
Public Schools 
begin their year  

12 Crafters’ Club 

Meeting - 6:30 p.m.  
 
 

13 Heather Nelson 

- B 

 
 

14  
 

15 Worship 

Service - 10:30 
a.m. 
 
Dillon & Morgan 
Hollins (First 
Anniversary) 

 
Josh & Elizabeth 

Lloyd - Anniversary 
 

16 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

17 Seth Vincze - B 

 

Mitch & Michelle 

Boothe (First 

Anniversary) 

Byron & Cindy 

Wilson - Anniv. 
 
 

18 Adult Bible 

Study - 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Wyatt Crouch - B 

19 Logan 

Richardson - B 

Jimmy & Kim 
Hensley - Anniv. 
 

20 Justin Allison - 

B 

 
 

21 Roy & Tammy 

Mayo - Anniversary 
 

22 Worship 

Service - 10:30 

a.m. (Christmas in 

August Service) 

 

Shelby Byiers - B 

 
 

23 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
Tim Crouch - B 

Tony Goolsby - B 

Blair Rudolph - B 

Chris & Robin Lee 
- Anniversary 

24 Shannon Kruep 

- B 
 

25 Adult Bible 

Study - 11:00 a.m.  
 
Christian Youth 
Fellowship 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Caiden Knowles - 

B 

26 Crafters’ Club 

Meeting - 6:30 p.m.  
 
 

27 Kristy Beckley - 

B 

 
 

28 Pruners Food 

Pantry Open - 9:00 

a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  

 
HGCC Family Fun 

Night (Details 

forthcoming) 

 

 
 

29 Worship 

Service - 10:30 
a.m. 
 
Jax Gernat - B 

 
 
 

30 Ladies Bible 

Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
Suzanne Bowman 

- B 

Donald Lloyd - B 

Jacob Scott - B 

 

Randy & Pat 
Johnson - Anniv. 

31 Aubree Powers 

- B 
 

 B - Birthday 

 We pray for all the children, teachers, coaches, bus drivers, administration, and all school workers as they begin their school year!  

The scripture from Joshua 1: 9b gives us encouragement and says:  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Isn’t it comforting to know God is always with us?    
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Brief Highlights from the May 13, 2021 

Special Board Meeting 
This meeting was to review capital improvements to the Church 

building and grounds.  Projects discussed were broken down in 

categories from urgent to not prioritized.  Contractor estimates 

will be obtained for the Board to review and then present any 

recommendations to the members.   

 

Brief Highlights from the May 19, 2021 

 Board Meeting  
Chairman Tammy Mayo called the meeting to order and 

Pastor Bob opened with prayer. 

 

Mary Anne Barlow presented the Treasurer’s Report dated 

March 17th through May 18th, 2021.  There was $107,549.09 in 

the general operating funds.  There was $16,626.16 in receipts, 

$13,167.77 in disbursements and $13,265.16 was income from 

the plate.  We have $149,192.65 in CD’s.  The Samaritan Fund 

has $1,510.38.  The fund received $0 and gifted $1,500.00.  

The Parsonage Savings Account has $13,293.98 and has a CD 

of $25,000.00.  Report accepted. 

 

Mary Anne Barlow presented the Cemetery Treasurer’s 

Report dated March 18th through May 18th, 2021.  Current 

Principal Amount in CD (not to be used for upkeep) is 

$26,935.00.  The current amount in General Checking (to be 

used for general maintenance for the cemetery) is 

$24,813.61.  Report accepted.   

 

Associate Pastor and Chairman of Christian Education Andy 

Rose reported the weekly youth Bible study has a total of 

nine members.  Members of the group have jobs/roles that 

correlate to roles in the large Church.  The group will be 

transitioning into a Christian Youth Fellowship group.  

Anyone who wishes to resume Sunday School may do so.  

Children’s Worship and Wonder needs two teachers.    

 

Chairman of Hospitality Committee Dawn Lipscomb would 

like to begin HeBrews Coffee again and the Board agreed. 

 

Chairman of Missions Dana Crawford reported on Special 

Offerings.   

 

Chairman of Property Robert Bowman gave a listing of jobs 

completed from March through May and also gave a list of 

future jobs to be done.   

 

Chairman of Worship Cindy Wilson reported the committee 

was happy with Easter services and was thrilled that all six 

graduates were in attendance for the Graduation Recognition 

Sunday.  She also said the pew barriers had been removed 

and more changes are to come.   

 

President of the Christian Women’s Fellowship Patricia 

Hicks presented a report of recent projects done. 

 

Pastor Bob Lane said it had been three years since he had sat 

down with the Search Committee, and it had been an  

exciting time for him.  He plans to start a Wednesday night 

Bible study.  UPDATE: Study began on June 23rd.   

 

 

 

 

 

Associate Pastor Andy Rose gave results from the recent online 

survey.   

 

The new Slate of Officers and the proposed budget for the fiscal year 

2021-2022 was reviewed and approved to present to the congregation.   

 

Motion was carried to downgrade the mask policy from mandatory to 

voluntary.  Hymnals and Bibles would remain out of the pews.  

Communion will remain the same and radio broadcasting of the 

service will continue.   

 

 Steve Montgomery closed with prayer.   

Elder and Deacon Serving List 

July 4th through August 29th   
(Some of the names on this list will change on July 18th due to 

our annual congregational meeting on July 11th.) 

Group I 
Billy Lloyd 

Nancy Lloyd 

Robert Bowman 

Steven Klein  

Josh Lloyd 

Jordan Trayer 

Group I will be serving: July 11 

                              August 1   

                                   August 22                       

              Group II 
Tammy Mayo 

Gwen Rose 

Tom Boothe 

Donna Davis 

Rhonda Gorman 

Carrie Vincze 

Group II will be serving: July 18 

                                             August 8                                     

                                               August 29                                      
                                        Group III 

Dawn Lipscomb 

Associate Pastor Andy Rose 

John Kruep 

Matthew Kruep 

Zach Lipscomb 

Hunter Trayer 

Group III will be serving: July 4    

                       July 25                                                        

         August 15       

 

Something to Think About  
The best gift we can give someone  

    without them knowing, is prayer.   

     What a wonderful gift this is!  
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Andy’s Corner 
With the arrival of Summer many of us are taking vacations or finding ways to unwind and beat the summer heat, and it 

is always important to find opportunities to rest and reflect. The sabbath or day of rest was created for that purpose, 

God knew that we, not him, need periods of rest and reflection when he deemed the seventh day of every week as 

such. It is also important for us as a congregation to take the time to periodically rest and reflect on where we have 

been and where God is taking us next. 

The past year has been a challenge, which I know is not news to any of you, but despite all the difficulties we as a 

congregation have not only survived but thrived. We found new ways to stay in touch with each other and worship 

together, in fact we were pioneers in our area with our early adoption of at-home worship services, videos, and radio 

transmitting capability which provided a model for other congregations in our area and beyond, and was recognized as 

such by the regional Disciples office. We discovered how beautiful (and sometimes challenging) it can be to worship 

directly in God’s creation outside, reminding ourselves that a church is the people and not the building. Additionally, 

because of the good stewardship of our Board and members, along with the continued love and generosity of our 

congregation we did not encounter any of the financial difficulties other congregations have felt, all while increasing our 

generosity and giving back to our community through the food pantry and other ministries. For these things and more, 

give thanks to God and each other for sustaining us in these times. 

That is where we have been, but what about where we are and where God may take us next? A month or two ago many 

of you participated in an online survey which included a variety of topics pertaining to the church, thank you. There 

were several things that were revealed by the survey, one of which is an unclear understanding of what it means to be a 

“member” of Holly Grove Christian Church. While as Disciples of Christ we welcome all to the communion table and do 

not require membership or public confession to partake, there are many roles and acts of worship/service that do 

require membership according to our church constitution. If you feel like you would like to have a say in how the church 

operates, what missions and ministries we pursue, or you feel God’s call to use your unique talents and experiences in 

our small part of the body of Christ then I strongly urge you to become a member. It really is easy and painless to 

formally join our family, and we really would love to have you. If you are ready to make that step, please reach out to 

Bob, Cindy, or myself. 

Another revelation of the survey is the deep desire to expand the breadth and depth of the spiritual experience and 

opportunities at our church. Things such as additional group studies, family events, youth groups and youth activities, 

additional worship services, fitness and wellness activities, and mission work in the community and beyond. All of these 

are great things, things that I think would do wonders to spread God’s limitless love in the community and perhaps even 

revive that spark within each of us. Yet, good ideas require good people to step forward and help make them good 

programs and we need your help as members make these dreams a reality. Is there some idea or need you are 

passionate about? Is God calling you to do something more? Can you spare a little time and energy for the greater 

good? Together, with God, there is so much potential for our little church family to do great things in his service, look 

what God has done for us in the last few years and then imagine with me what he could do with all of us together in his 

service! Some of the things identified in the survey you will find in the announcements and calendar in this very 

newsletter, and I pray that many more will be in the next. I write these things not to shame anyone into doing more, but 

rather to encourage everyone (myself most of all) to keep pushing forward in spirit and body always for Christ and my 

neighbors. 

Love to you all, 

Andy 

Cell Phone Number: 804-512-5153/Email Address: nrfarmshg@gmail.com 
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CHILDREN’S WORSHIP & WONDER  

Returning In Person at HGCC on 7/25/2021 

What is CW&W? 

CW&W is faith formation worship centered approach with storytelling, ritual, and fellowship that is 

used with children in churches to help them deepen their relationship with God. It is a Montessori 

style program that has been used for over 30 years with great success in Christian (D.O.C.), United 

Church of Christ, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and other denominations.  

How does it work? 

Children are encouraged to take part in this program in the Children’s sanctuary during our 

Sunday morning service.  A “greeter” will escort them back after the welcome and announcements.  

To begin, the children come into a special worship space, to a storyteller waiting to greet them. They 

sit in a circle, surrounded by bible stories made just for them, with all materials at their height. 

Everything in this special place is accessible to the children. The storyteller leads the children in a 

time of singing and praise. This coming together of the children follows the first order of worship 

which is the gathering of God’s people.  

Next, they will hear one of God’s stories in a storytelling format told with multi-sensory materials 

that children of different ages, and with different learning styles can enter into and enjoy. As the 

story is finished the children are invited to share in a time of wonder about the story. They are 

asked “wondering questions” to help them dive deeper into the meaning of the story and to listen 

for God’s still voice that is found there. These questions might sound like, “I wonder if the Good 

Shepherd’s sheep have names?” Or, “I wonder what it was like to be in the ark for forty days…I 

wonder if Noah knew that God was with him?” These wondering questions ask the children how 

they are part of the story and how they are a part of the bigger Christian story. They begin to see 

that the stories in the Bible are their stories too.   

Third, just as in “big” worship the children will respond to God’s story. In “big” worship we often 

respond through prayer, song, offering, celebrating the Lord’s Supper, commissioning, and 

celebrating baptisms. The children have the chance to respond to the Word in a myriad of ways as 

well. Some of these ways include using the story materials to tell the story they just heard, a story 

they heard on a previous Sunday and their own story. They may also choose to work with art and 

craft materials, pray at the prayer table, dance in the dance corner, or build with materials such as 

clay or blocks. These response materials are there to help them express their relationship with God. 

After they respond in a way they choose, the children come back to the circle. Here the storyteller 

lights the Christ candle and shows the children where the story they heard is found in the Bible. 

Then as a community they pray together and share in a feast. As they leave the worship center, the 

children will participate in the last order of worship which is the sending out of God’s people into 

the world. Each child will be given a special blessing by the storyteller as they leave to be God’s 

disciples in their homes, schools, and activities.  

This order is followed every Sunday. Because there is a ritual to this time together the children are 

free to relax into the space and go deeper into the stories. They can truly enter into a time of 

listening and talking with God. As children move from CW&W into “big” worship, they are familiar 

with the rhythm and joy of worshiping. They bring this with them as they continue participating in 

worship with the bigger congregation. 



 
 

CHILDREN WORSHIP & WONDER AT HGCC 

1) What is Children Worship & Wonder? 

Children Worship & Wonder (CWW) is a structured program designed for Children to 

strengthen their Love and understanding of God. Young children inherently know, love, and 

worship God, but most worship is structured and full of words and symbols based on stories 

and memories children do not yet have. Through the use of stories, parables, and liturgical 

presentations as well as allowing space for creativity and worship oriented towards children 

they grow in their knowledge and Love of God. 

 

2) What ages is the program available for? 

The program is designed for Children between the ages of 3-9. Younger children are welcome in 

our nursery or to remain in the sanctuary with their parents/guardians. This is a voluntary 

program, children are always welcome in our sanctuary. 

 

3) When does the program take place? 

CWW takes place during the Sunday morning worship service. Following the welcome and 

announcements a “greeter” will escort the children from the Sanctuary to the Children’s 

sanctuary. The program lasts approximately 45 minutes and should conclude around the same 

time as the main worship service. 

 

4) Can I go to the CWW service with my child? 

Please understand that CWW is a worship service and is just as sacred and important (maybe 

more) than the normal Adult service. That being said, we want to limit the amount of 

distraction to the children taking part. If you would like to visit or take part in CWW please 

speak to the Greeter or Storyteller for the day ahead of time so they can brief you and make 

arrangements. 

 

5) The Worship service is over, where is my child?  

Usually the CWW service should conclude around the same time as the Adult worship service, 

however, it may occasionally run a little longer. If the door is closed and CWW is still in 

progress, we ask that you wait quietly and patiently outside the room until the greeter opens 

the door and the children are dismissed. If the CWW program ends earlier than the main 

worship service, the CWW staff will supervise the children in an inside activity or outdoor play 

on the playground until you come for them. 

 

6) Do the Children take communion? 

Part of the CWW program is what is called the “Feast” where each child receives a few crackers 

and a small cup of Juice or water. The purpose of this is to prepare the children for 

communion, but it is not actually considered as communion or conducted in that manner.  

 

7) What if my child has special needs or dietary concerns? 

The Children’s sanctuary is purposely designed to be a warm, inviting, and neutral space and 

the program (which is Montessori based) is designed to allow each child to explore their 

relationship with God in their own unique way and at their own pace. Please feel free to reach 

out to any of the CWW staff regarding any special needs your child may have. 

 

CWW STAFF 

Storytellers: Andrew Rose, Dawn Lipscomb, Nancy Lloyd and two Vacant spots 

Greeters: Gwen Rose, Tammy Mayo, Suzanne Bowman, Katherine Lipscomb, Jamie Lloyd and Carrie Vincze 
 



 

Recent Holly Grove Happenings 

 

Graduation Recognition Sunday – May 9th, 2021 

(Pictured from left to right is Zachary Rose, our Radford University Graduate and our High School Graduates Brooke 

Vincze, Kaylen Snead, Lacie Smith, Steven Klein and Patrick Barnes along with Pastor Bob Lane.)  
     

 

The Gernat Family Dedicating their Daughter on May 23rd, 2021 along with their immediate family,  

Associate Pastor Andy Rose and Pastor Bob Lane   
 

                                                       
           Memorial Day Sunday – May 30th           Pentecost Sunday – May 23rd  

          (Pastor Bob reading names of Veterans that lay        (Beautiful decorating done by  

          in the Cemetery.)             Pam Hart.)  
   

If you should have any articles or pictures for the next newsletter, please give to Cindy Wilson or email to bccawilson@yahoo.com.   


